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o his deadly attempt He was s
whariff and sccording to the Roman
Jaw 2 bail.ff himselfl must suffer the
ponishment due gn escaped prisoner;
and if the prisoper brenking jnil was
sealenced to be endungeoned for three
or four years, then the sheriff must ba
endungecned for three or four years:
and if the prisoner Lreaking jail wus
1o have suffered capitul puunisbhment,
then the sheriff must suffer capitul
punisbment,

The sheriff hand received especinl
lookout fur
Paul and Silus The government had
oot bad confidenca in bults snd Lars
itwo e<¢lergymen,
sbout whom there seemed to be some
thiog strangs und tupernatoral

Sure #nough, by imirsculuvus power,
they are free. and 1he sheriff, wakiog

'out of & sound sleep. and supposing

these min'sters bave run awzy, and
kunuvwing that they svere to die for
preaching Christ, ond realizing that
Lie must therefure die, roatler than go
under the execution r's ax, omn the
morrow and suffer publle disgroce,
resoives to precipitate his own de-
ceasre. DBuat Lefors the sharp, keen,
glittering dagger of the sherdf could
atrike his heurt, cne of the unloosened
prisoners mrresta 1he biade Ly the
command, "‘Do thysell no harm."”

In olden time, and where Christi-
anity had not ioterfered with in

| suicide was considered hooorable and

Seld aod warreot- L

s sign of courage Demosthenes
poisoned himself when told that Alex-
pnder's rmbassudor hud demunded
the svrrender of the Atlienian oraiors
Isocrates killed Limsel! ruther llian
surrender to TFhliliip of Macedon
Cato, rather thuan svbmit te Julias
Ceesar. \ook his own life, and nfier
tiiree times lils wounds bad been
dressed tore them open and perished.
Mithridates killed himself rother than
submit to Youmjey, Lthe couguerorn
Hannibal destroyed his life by poison
from his ring, cousidering life un-
brarable After the disusrtier of Maos-
e w, Nnpoleon always curried with
Lim a preparation of epium, and one
o'ght his rervant beard the ex-em-
geror arise, put socmething in a glasa
and drink it. ond roon afler the groans
sroused all the antendsnis, end it was
only throvgh vumoust mwedieal ctkill he
was resuscilated from 1lhe slupor of
the opiste

Times huve charged. snd yet iha
American conscience needs 1o be toned
up on the subject of suicide Huve
yon seen & paper in the last meonth
ithat did not annovrce Lhie passage out
of life by ones ©o'n Lehem? De
fanlters, alurmed ayv the idea of ex-
posure, gut life precipitutely. Men
losing Isrre forioopes go ovt of the
world bec:; v=¢ they oan not endurs
earthly existence Frustroted nffec-
tion. domestic infelicity, dyrpeptlic im-

patience, anger, remorse, envy, jeal-
vusy, destitution, misanthropy are
considered rufficient csuses for ab-

sconding from tlls life by l'aris green,
by !awdunum. by bLeriludonna, Ly
Othello's dagwger, by bolrer, Ly leap
from 1be stutment of s bridge, Ly
frearms More cases of Telo de =e”
in the laest two yvears of the world's
existence. "lle evil is more apd more
spreading.

A jJulpit pot long wspgo expressed
gome doubt as 1o whether there wza
gnvihing wrong about guitling Lhis
life when it brcime disagreesable, and
there are fourd ino resreciabls circles
people apoiogetic for the erime which
Puul in 1he text arrested. I shail
sliow you before I get tlirough that
sitc.de is the worst of all erimes and
1shall lift 8 ware.ng uvnmistakalle
But in the early jart of 'Lis rermon 1
wisnh 10 mdmit thst some of the best
Christians that have evzr lived hare
committed self destruction, butalways
in dementia wnd not resporsille 1
hsve mo more doubt about their
eternal fel eity thun I have of the
Cliristian who dies in kis bed in the
deliriem of typhoid fererr While the
shock of the vatastiroy he s very grent,
1 charge ull those who have had Chris-
tian friends nnder cerelral uberration
siep off Lhe boundaries of this life, to
have no dovubt about their happiness
1 he dear Lord took them right out of
their dazed sod frepzied stinle into
perfect safely. llow Christ feeis 1o
ward the inssne you muy known from
the kkind way he irealed the demonisc
of Gudara spd the child lunatice and
the poteney with which he hushed
the tempests either of sea or brain

Bcotland, the land prolific of imtel-
jectual gianis, lind none grander thun
Hugh Miller:. Greut for science and
great for God. He came of the best
ILlighland bUlood, and he was = de-
scendant of Donald Rov. & men emi-
pent for his piety nnd the rare gift of
second-sight Ilia atizinmenis climb-
ing vp us be did from lhe guurry and
the wall of the slonemasops, drew
forth the astonished sdmiration of
Buckland and Murchison, the rcient.
ists, and Dr. Chaelmers, the theologian,
sod held universitiesspellbonnd while

be told them the story of what he had |

seen of God In the old red sandstons

‘I'bat man did more thaa any being
that ever lived to show that the God
of the hills is the God of the ibie,
&nd ke strock his tuning fork onm tha
rocks of Cromarly until he breugut

~est of beaven

=

geology and theology mecordant in
divine worship. His two books en-
titled “¥ootprints of the Creator” and
the ““Testimony of the Eouks'™ pro-
claimed the bLans of an everlasting
marrisge between genuine science
and revelation. On this latier btocok
he toiled day and night through love
of nature and love of God, until he
could not sleep, and khis brain gave
way, and be was found dead with a
revolver by Lis side, the eruel instro-
ment baviog had two bullets—one for

him and the other for ths gunsmith
who uat the coronér’s fugquest Was ex-

{
[
amining it and fell dead. Have you i

any doubt of the beatifcation of Hugh
Miller, after his hot brain had ceased
throbbing that winter night in hia
study at Portobeilo? Among the
mightiest of earth, among the mighti-

No one ever doubted the plety of
William Cowper, the author of those
three great hymns. “Oh. for a closer
wallk with God,” ~*What wvarions hin-
drunces we meet,” "There is & foun-
tein filled with Thblood. ™ Willimm
Cowper, who shares with Isaag Watls
and (harles Weasley the chief hopnors
of Christian hymoology. o hypochon-
drin he resolved to take bis own life
apd rode to the river Thames but
found a wap seated on some goods
at the very point from which he ex-
preted 1o spring, and rode buack to his
bome, and 1hat night threw himself
uvpon bis own knife. but the blade
brokes, snd theo be hanged himself to
the ceiling, bol the rope parted. No
wonder that when God mercifully de-
livered him from that awful dementia
e satr gown and wrote that olber
Lymn just as memorable:

God moves Io a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants his focotstep in the sam,
And rildes upon the storm,
Elind unbeiiel i3 sure to err
Aod scan Lis work in vala;
God is bs own foterpteter,
Aud bhe wild make 1t plain.

¥While we malke this mereiful and
righteons allowanee in regard to those
who were plunged into menial ingo-
Lerence, 1 declare that the man who
in the vuse of his reanson. by his own
act, snaps the Lond Letween his body
and his soul, goes staight into per-
ditlon. Shsall | prove i1? Revelation
2): wiii: “Murderers shall have their
part in the Ilnke which burssith with
fire and bLrimstone.™ Revelation 22:
xv: *“*Without are dogs, and sorcerers,
spd whoremongers, nnd murderers.™
Youdo oot Lelieve the New Testoment?
Then, perhups you belicve the Ten
eommandments: "“Thou shalt not
kill.," Do von say all these possages
refer to the taking of the life of
others? Then 1 ask yon if you are
not as responsible for your own life
as for the life of othera? God gave
you o gpeeinl trust in your lifa He
made you the custodian ¢f your life as
he made vyou the custodiun of no
other life, lle gave you as weapons
with which todefend it two prmma Lo
strike bock assallants, two eyes 1o
wateh for invasion, apd a natural love
of life which vaght ever to be on the
alert Assassination of others Is a
mild erime compared with the assassi-
nulion of yourself, because in the lat-
ier cuse it is treacliery to an especial
trust, it is the surrender of n castle
you wers especinlly sppointed to keep,
it is treason 10 & natural lnw and iL is
ireason to God added to ordinary
murder,

Nowwithstanding the Bible isagainst
this evil, and t1be aversion which it
erentes by the lonthsome nod ghastly
specincle of those who have horled
themselves out of life, and noiwith-
stunding Christisnity is against it
and the argomenis and the useful
lives and the lllostrious deaths of ils
di-ciples. it Is a fact alarmingly patent
that eunieide Js on the increase,
What is the cuuse? | charge upon
infidelity and rgnosticism this whola

thing. If there be mo heresfter, or if,
tliat bereafter be bilissful with-
out refergnce 1o bow we liva

snd how we die. why mnot move
back the folding doors belween Lhis
world snd the pext? Abpd when our
exislence hers Lecomes tronblesome,
why not pass right over into Elgsiom?
I'ue this dawn among yov r most
solemn reflections mnd consider it
ufter you go 1o your hor~es; there hua
never been o case of sufcide whers the
operalor was not either demented and
the efore irresponsible, or an infidel
I challenge anll the sges and I ehal-
Yenge the whole universe Thera
never has been 2 case of self-desiruc-
tion while in full appreciation of his
Immortality and of the fact that that
immoriality wonld be glorloas or
wretched according es he ascepted
Jesus Christ or rejecied him.

You eay it is Lusiness trounble, or
rou say it is eleciricul curreats. or it
is Lhis, or it is that, or it is the other
thing YWhy not go clear baclk, my
friend, and acknowledge that in every
case it is the sbaieation of reason or

the tenching of infidelity wh.obh prac-|

tically says, “If you don't like this
life, get out of it, and you will land
either io sooihilation, where there
are no noles to pay, no persecutions
to suifer. no gout to lorment, or yod
will lupd where there wiil be every-
thing glorious sod nothing to pay for
it™ Instdelity always has been apoto-
getic for self-immolation. After Tom
Paineg's *“‘Age of Heason™ was puab-
lished and widely read thers was o
marked loerease of self slagghter

Would God that the ¢orcners would
be brave in rendering the right ver
dict, and when in the ecase of irre-
spomsibility they say, “While this
man was demenied he took his life ™
in the other case say, ""Having read
intidel books and atlended nfdel
lectures, which obliterated {rom this
man's mind all apprecistion of any-
thiog like fatare jewribation, he ccm-
mitted self-slanghier!™

Ah! lofidelity. stand up and take
thy sentence! In the presence of God
end angels and men, siand up, thou
monster, thy lip blasted with bine-
phemy. thy cheek scarred with lust,
thy bLreath fonl with the eorroption
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thy goot. bnazard of the nat
of tbe centuriea!l Stand up
ster infldelityl! Part maao
ther. part repiile, part drage
up and take thy sentenca! 7
reG with the bliol o whigh t
washed thy feet crimson
buman gore Lthrough which th
waded, stand up and
tenece! Down with thee to the
sup on the sobs aod grosns of
thon huast blasted and roll .
of Enives which thoa last
for others, wud Jer thy muos
everlasiting miscrere
thou hast damuped| [ brapd
head of Infidelity with sll the
of self-lmnmnolsiion for the last
on the purt of those wh
Irenson,

My iriends if ever vour life 1
fte abrusions and
should seem to be
you are tempted to guoilt
aown behest do notconalder v«
8% worse than othera Chris
was lempted to cost himself

inke

iin w

nnbenr

roof of the temple: but as
sisied. so resist ye Chrint
medicine all our wounils
trouble prescribe life
death. Teople who huave

worse thao vou will ever ha
gone sopglful on Lheir
ber that God keeps the ¢ iror
your life with ss much precie
keeps the ehronology of net
dexth as well as vounr Dbirt
grave as well as your cradls

Why wwan it that mt widnig
at kllidh'igilf. Lthe 5
struck the Llow thnt set i
free from bondage? The
dred and thirly yeara we:
o'elogk Lhiat night
und thirty years
11, and ] o'cluck won
tardy and too late The !
and thirty years were vy ut
and the destroyiag ange
blow and lsrael was frew
knows just the huvur wien |
to lend you up from earthils
By bis prace male not
things. but the best of thew
must talke the pills do not ¢
Your evoriasting rewurds
wiLh your earithly perturbat
as Coplus gave 1o Agripps =
gold ns hinvy as hud
of iron For your msk
have the same graes thal wa
the ltalian martvr,
down mn the derkest of
dated his letier from *“'the
orchard of the Leonine pr

Apd remember that th
of ours is surrounded by
thin Lut very linportant
close uptothat r'mis n great
and yvou had Latter keep out
til God breaks thnt rim an:
this from thut To pget rid
rows of earth. do not rush
sotrews To get rld of
summer insects, leap not luto
of lhcngal ticers

There is & sorrowless wor
is 80 radiant that the noons
oniy the lowest
aurora thoat lighits up
heavens confounding astror
to what it con Le, thie W
Lanners of the procession
take the conguerors home [t
Imintanit 10 churchh L
you and I huve tenn thou
for wantiag to go there
never get there gither Ly s
tion or Impenilepnce b,
sinin by the Christ who os
thut thing. we want to go
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the time divinely arranyged
the elang of the spepulchral
hind wa will be orerpower

clang of the opening of |
befora wa O UGaod whats
meay choose, give me u Chrl
n Christihn’s death
burinl, a Cheistian's immne
Tue Presbyteran cburch |o
a mis-fon among the Cheners
Central Iodia. They are s
pls. living at the entcean -
thelis bouvas hnillt rovod »
whi h pre wells and #ne =
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